
Whalehead Stormwater Drainage Report (WPOA Spring 2016 Newsletter)  
The Drainage System continues to operate well with no major issues. Demonstrating its 
effectiveness, rainstorms in late August (5”), late September (6”), and early October (6”) created 
some localized standing water on roadways which was gone by the next day; Bonito was an 
exception. NCDOT has still not committed funds to help put a groundwater lowering system on 
this State Road. The County is continually requesting NCDOT to take action. 
This winter, the County completed erosion repairs (30 tons of sand) and planted 6000 additional 
beach grass sprigs throughout the basins. Most erosion had occurred during the deluges in the 
fall. 
Currently, drainage basins at Sturgeon, Perch, and Sailfish do not get pumped directly to the 
main line, but to dissipater boxes in neighbor basins at Barracuda, Mackerel, and Marlin. The 
pumped water can be seen exiting the dissipater boxes (concrete box with aluminum cage on top) 
where it is to infiltrate into the soil and get re-pumped. The water has not been infiltrating 
properly in these basins due to iron clogging the surface soil voids; Mackerel has had the worst 
standing water. In March, construction work will begin to redirect the pipes from the dissipater 
boxes to pipe the discharge directly into the pump stations, avoiding issues with infiltration. The 
work should be complete by April. 
All walkway fencing signage will be removed in phases, replaced with freestanding walkway 
identification signs reflecting the design and color of the County’s new wayfinding signs. 
Relocated regulatory information (“No Motorized Vehicles” and “Bikes Yield to Pedestrians”) 
will be applied directly to the concrete pads at each walkway.  Additionally, the County Planners 
are considering installing a bikerack and a bench in the vicinity of each walkway’s beach 
terminus. 
++++++++ 
Call for volunteers: The seats of four of the five current Stormwater Drainage Citizen Advisory 
Board members have ended due to term limitations. Any Whalehead property owner interested in 
applying for an appointment to a 2-year term (2 term max) and would like to learn more, please 
talk after the Membership meeting with any of the current members present and/or County 
Engineer Eric Weatherly. 
 
--Dan Clements	


