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Following is a status report by Phase of activities related to the Whalehead Stormwater Drainage 
Service District (please note that as of press time, all the information is accurate): 
Phase 1 (original project at Marlin and Coral, Corolla force main line to Timbuck II pond) 

• Project is operating near its designed capacity. The force main line still has some pockets of air; air 
release valves are to be installed to allow the system to fully perform as designed. Final acceptance 
of the Contractor’s work by Currituck County is expected May 15, 2011. 

Phase 2 (current plans include Dolphin: infiltration pipes buried along road and lift station to Corolla 
force main line; Barracuda: infiltration basin and lift station to Corolla force main line, continue force 
main line from Corolla to Corolla Light pond) 

• Installing the force main line to the northern Corolla Light pond is extremely important in 
establishing an outfall for the drainage system in addition to the Timbuck II pond. 

• The current assessment funding limits only this scope; if bids are received below projected 
estimates, the Sailfish hotspot solution will be included in this Phase. 

• Disappointing news from NCDOT was they cannot currently participate in the project (with 
additional funding for our project) due to “onerous paperwork required for federal funds.” 

• Because of delays in acquiring easements, there will be NO construction before this summer's 
season; Phase 2 will commence in October 2011; construction complete in April 2012. 

Future Phases 
Engineering firm Moffatt & Nichol (M&N) has completed Cost Estimations for future scopes of work and 
will present their recommendations of sequential future steps at the WPOA Spring meeting. An assessment 
increase is needed to fund work beyond Phase 2. The Drainage Advisory Board has reviewed the 
recommendations and their costs and is recommending a 5-cent increase to the current 4-cent assessment 
rate. The recommendation will be sent to the Board of Commissioners to allow work to continue on 
implementing the Drainage Master Plan. This increase will allow funding of construction for the following 
items, designated Phase 3: 

• Corolla force main line: complete entire line from Tuna to Coral, providing outfall to either pond. 
• Mackerel: street removal and disposal, infiltration basin and lift station to Corolla force main line, 

Trellix walkway and landscaping, driveway relocations. 
• Sailfish: street removal and disposal, hotspot infiltration system, gravel footpath and landscaping, 

driveway relocations. 
• Herring: street removal and disposal, infiltration basin and lift station to Corolla force main line, 

Trellix walkway and landscaping, driveway relocations. 
• Work would commence in late Fall 2012, completion about May 2013.  

At the WPOA Spring meeting, the Advisory Board will ask for a vote by the members for support of the 
assessment rate increase.  The vote tally will be forwarded to the Commissioners with the Advisory Board’s 
recommendation for the 5-cent assessment increase. (This assessment would amount to a property tax 
increase of $350 per year on a house assessed at $700,000.) 
Completion of the entire Master Plan would require a Phase 4.  (Not included are Bonito and Shad, which 
require shallow hotspot infiltration systems. Since both are State Roads, the Advisory Board is 
recommending the related costs for drainage solution be incurred by NCDOT and not be a cost to the 
Drainage Service District.) Phase 4 scopes would include: 

• Tuna: street removal and disposal, infiltration basin and lift station to Corolla force main line, 
Trellix walkway and landscaping, driveway relocations. 

• Perch: street removal and disposal, hotspot infiltration system, gravel footpath and landscaping, 
driveway relocations. 



• Sturgeon: street removal and disposal, hotspot infiltration system, gravel footpath and landscaping, 
driveway relocations. 

Again, Johnny Martin from M&N will attend the WPOA Spring Meeting. He will present an overview of 
the project to date and provide updates or changes to the project. Along with Currituck County Engineer 
Eric Weatherly, they plan to discuss the future Phases and answer Members’ questions.  
 
--Dan Clements 
Whalehead Stormwater Drainage Service District Advisory Board Chair    
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