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Since the Spring 2010 meeting, construction activity has been very obvious in southern Whalehead 
for the initial phase of the Stormwater Drainage Service District’s project.  The construction phase 
progressed with a few expected “hiccups” in the process; however, one significant concern was the 
lift stations’ standard enclosure installation of wire fencing, barbed wire top, and freeway street light 
construction. The Advisory Board asked to have it all replaced by upgrading to more aesthetic 
materials. The revised system of 8-foot high stone-like textured pre-cast panel enclosures with 
internally mounted lighting for both locations is to be installed by the Fall meeting.  
 
Following is a status report by Phase:  
(please note that all the information here is accurate, as of press time for this Newsletter) 
 
Phase 1 (includes infiltration basins at Marlin and Coral, and lift stations to the Corolla force main line, 
which runs down Corolla to Albacore, then over to Timbuck II pond) 

• Completed: Basins; pedestrian walkways; infiltration piping; lift stations; generators and controls; 
99% of the force main pipeline. 

• Outstanding tasks with completion dates: Permit for final outlet hookup at pond (early Sept.); install 
final piping (mid Sept.); testing of lift stations (mid-late Sept.); replace cyclone fencing and light 
pole with new matching stone-like enclosure and install matching bollards (mid-late Sept.); install 
remaining vegetation in construction area (by 10/9/10). 

 
Phase 2 (original plans included infiltration basins at Tuna and Barracuda, and lift stations to the Corolla 
force main line, which will run along Corolla, then from Barracuda over to Corolla Light pond) 

• The design drawings are about 80% complete; Moffatt & Nichol also will be meeting with owners 
affected by necessary driveway changes.  

• However, this phase probably will need to be divided into two stages due to funding and the design 
changes necessary to add an infiltration system (i.e., no basin) along Dolphin – a need which became 
apparent this past winter and was not in the original scope of the Master Plan.  

• Also affecting this Phase’s planning is the fact that some criteria have changed since the Master Plan 
was finalized. The Advisory Board has asked Moffatt & Nichol to study two new aspects and their 
possible effect on the Plan – the impact of subsurface water migration into Whalehead from a new 
stormwater pond in Corolla Bay, and the potential of including Herring Street from Corolla to 
Lighthouse as an infiltration basin now that the street has not been accepted as a State Route by 
NCDOT. 

• Initial Phase 2 construction in Winter 2010/11 may be limited to Dolphin; the remainder of Phase 2’s 
scope may be modified, but the goal is to be completed in Winter 2011/12. 

 
Phase 3 (original plans include infiltration basin at Mackerel, and a lift station for the Corolla force main 
line, which will be connected with Phase 1 and 2’s force main line, allowing draining to either pond) 

• The scope of this work will be revisited after the completion of both Phase 1 and Phase 2. Once 
reviewed, the scope may need to include “hotspots” that will have been identified prior to this Phase.  

• Currently, the plan for any construction beginning is indefinite; however, it would be no earlier than 
Winter 2012/13. 

 
Again, Johnny Martin from the engineering firm Moffatt & Nichol will attend the WPOA Fall Meeting. He 
will give an updated status report of the work to date and future Phases’ plans, and be available to answer 
questions along with Currituck County Engineer Eric Weatherly. Directly after the Meeting, they will give 
an informative “walking tour” of the recently completed Phase 1 work and answer WPOA members’ 
questions. 
 
--Dan Clements 
Whalehead Stormwater Drainage Service District Advisory Board Chair    
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